
 

 

 
 

September 2026 
It’s Corn Picking Time! 
 Written by: Jill Esbaum 

Illustrated by: Melissa Crowton 
 
Hope in the tractor and ride along with a corn farmer in this 
rhyming read-aloud full of things that clack, whoosh, and roll! It’s 
corn-picking time, and the farmer has all her tools ready! The 
cornhead gobbles the stalks. The spreader spits out chaff. The 
grain wagon fills with corn!  
 
 

 
Engage/Before Reading1 

1. Tell students to think about a time when they helped gather food. It could be when they picked 
fruit, such as apples, pumpkins, strawberries or blueberries. Or shopped for food at the grocery 
store or farmers market. 

2. Tell students to draw a picture of this time and then write 1-2 sentences to describe the 
following: 

• What did you pick or buy? 
• How did you choose which one to take? 
• What happened next with the food? 

 
Questions to think about as we read2 

1. How does the farmer get ready for her day on the farm? 
2. What do you think the combine will be used for? 
3. Why do you think the combine is important during corn picking season? 
4. What would happen if the farmer missed a step in the gathering process? 
5. We know that the farmer running the combine plays an important role in the corn picking 

process. How do other individuals support this work? 
6. What is so special about seeing a wagon filled with corn for the first time in a season? 
7. Why do you think the farmer brings the wagon of corn to be dried? Why can’t all of it be used 

right away? 
8. How do you think the farmer feels at the end of the day, when the corn picking work is done? 
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9. How is the end of the day different from the start of the day for the farmer? In what ways do 
you think it is similar? 

 
After Reading Questions1 

1. What is the author’s purpose for writing this book? 
a. Persuade: The author writes a story to convince/change your mind about a topic. 
b. Inform: The author writes a story to give you information about a topic. 
c. Entertain: The author writes a story the reader will enjoy. 

2. What evidence (clues) from the text give you your answer for #1? 
3. Who do you think the author wanted to read this book? 
4. After reading the back matter (information on the last pages of the book), what role do you 

think the author’s personal connection to farming had on this book? 
5. How would this book be different if the author did not have a personal connection to farming? 
6. How do corn farmers impact the lives of others? Why is their role important to our global 

community? 
 
Activity 1: Cause & Effect1 

1. Say to students, “In It’s Corn Picking Time! by Jill Esbaum, we learn about how field corn is 
picked and processed.” 

2. Say, “In stories and nonfiction texts, a cause is what happens first, and an affect is what 
happens because of it.” 

3. Provide The Understanding Cause & Effect Worksheet for each student. 
4. Review the students’ answers as a whole class. 
5. Ask students to think of another cause and effect from the book (from the bottom of the 

worksheet). Ask groups to share out their answers. 
 
Activity 2: Sequencing1 

1. Provide each student with the It’s Corn Picking Time! Sequence of Events Worksheet. 
2. Instructions for the students: 

a. Choose from the sequence words in the Word Bank and write them in the yellow boxes 
in logical order. Then cut out the images from It’s Corn Picking Time! and place them in 
the boxes in the order which they occur in the corn picking process described in the 
book. 

 
Activity 3: A Tractor is a Machine2 

Materials (Each student needs the following materials to make a tractor): 
• Milk carton (1 small) 
• Brown construction paper to cover the milk carton 
• Tag bord for wheels and headlights 
• Straws (3) 
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• Scissors 
• Black pipe cleaner (1) 
• Glue and/or tape 
• Modeling clay 
• Markers 

Procedure: 
1. Have the students: 

a. Cover the milk carton with brown construction paper using glue or tape. Use the tag 
board to cut out two large circles for wheels. Decorate the wheels using the markers or 
crayons. Cut out two headlights. Glue the headlights to the front of the tractor. 

b. Polk two holes with a pencil in the top of the tractor, one near the front and one close to 
the back. Cut a section of a straw, and put it into the hole near the front. With the pipe 
cleaner, make a steering wheel and column and put that into the other hole. Use glue or 
a dab of modeling clay to hold the parts in place so they do not slip through the holes. 

c. On either side of the tractor, pole holes where the axles should go for the front and rear 
wheels. Use straws as axles and poke them through the tractor at the appropriate 
places. 

i. Pole a hole through the center of each wheel. Put the wheels on either side of 
the tractor where the axles protrude. Use modeling clay to hold wheels in place 
on the axle. This will keep the wheels on the axles, but will allow the axles to 
turn. 

2. Challenge the students to exercise their inventive nature by providing a variety of other 
materials and giving them the opportunity to add an implement to the front or back of their 
tractor. They must be able to explain what simple machine this implement employs and what 
job it does to make work easier for the farmer. 

3. Teacher note: There is a great lesson plan about simple machines on the National Ag in the 
Classroom Curriculum Matrix that might be helpful before the tractor building. 

 
Sources 

1. https://www.jillesbaum.com/free-educator-resources/ 
2. https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lessons/342/   
 

K-5 Subject Areas: English Language Arts and Science 

English Language Arts 

• K.CT.1 Read texts within the K-1 text complexity band and listen to texts within the 2-3 text complexity band, applying skills from the kindergarten standards 
proficiency.  

• K.CD.F.1 Produce and comprehend spoken language by attending to what is said and responding appropriately in complete sentences. 
• K.CD.1.1 Determine the topic of a text. 
• K.CD.2 Identify the purpose and perspectives in a text. 
• K.CD.4 Apply knowledge of kindergarten language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, and listening. 
• K.CW.2 Demonstrate command of Kindergarten grammar and usage when writing and speaking.  
• K.CW.3 Demonstrate command of Kindergarten conventions when writing. 
• K.CW.4 Produce sentences appropriate for kindergarten with increasing fluency and complexity.  
• K.CW.5 Participate in shared research projects about topics or concepts aligned to kindergarten content. 
• K.CW.6 Use a recursive process to refine spoken and written products with guidance, support and collaboration with peers and adults. 

https://georgiamatrix.agclassroom.org/matrix/lessons/337/
https://georgiamatrix.agclassroom.org/matrix/lessons/337/
https://www.jillesbaum.com/free-educator-resources/
https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lessons/342/
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• K.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts that state an opinion and provide at least one supporting reason. 
• K.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts that identify a topic and convey information.  
• K.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts, to recount an event or idea using at least one key detail. 
• 1.CT.1 Read texts within the K-1 text complexity band and listen to texts at the high end of the 2–3 text complexity band, applying the skills from the grade 1 

standards proficiently. 
• 1.CD.F.1 Produce and comprehend spoken language by attending to what is said and responding appropriately in complete sentences 
• 1.CD.F.4 Orally read texts with fluency to support comprehension. 
• 1.CD.1 Determine a theme and main idea of texts using key details. 
• 1.CD.2 Identify the point of view, purpose, and perspectives in a text. 
• 1.CW.2 Demonstrate command of grades K-1 grammar and usage when writing and speaking. 
• 1.CW.3 Demonstrate command of grades K-1 conventions when writing. 
• 1.CW.4 Produce sentences appropriate for grade 1 with increasing fluency and complexity. 
• 1.CW.5 Participate in shared research projects about topics or concepts aligned to grade 1 content. 
• 1.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts, supporting an opinion with reasons. 
• 1.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts that identify a topic and convey information. 
• 1.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts, to recount events or ideas using key details. 
• 2.CT.1 Independently read and listen to texts within the 2-3 text complexity band, applying skills from the grade 2 standards proficiently. 
• 2.CD.F.1 Produce and comprehend spoken language by attending to what is said and responding appropriately in complete sentences. 
• 2.CD.1 Determine a theme and main idea of texts using key details. 
• 2.CD.2 Explain the purpose and perspectives in a text 
• 2.CW.1 Engage effectively in collaborative discussions about texts, building on others’ ideas and clearly expressing their own. 
• 2.CW.2 Demonstrate command of grades K-2 grammar and usage when writing and speaking to create a unique style and voice.  
• 2.CW.3 Demonstrate command of grades K-2 conventions when writing. 
• 2.CW.4 Produce sentences appropriate for grade 2, with increasing fluency and complexity. 
• 2.CW.5 Construct short research projects about topics or concepts aligned to grade 2 content. 
• 2.CW.6 Use a recursive process to refine spoken and written products. 
• 2.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts, supporting a perspective with reasons and evidence. 
• 2.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic and clearly convey ideas and information. 
• 2.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts to develop real or imagined experiences, events, or ideas using effective technique, 

details, and clear sequences. 
• 3.CT.1 Independently read and listen to texts at the high end of the 2-3 text complexity band, applying skills from the grade 3 standards proficiently. 
• 3.CD.F.4 Orally read texts with fluency to support comprehension. 
• 3.CD.1 Explain how theme and main idea are conveyed and supported by key details in texts. 
• 3.CD.2 Explain the purpose and perspectives in a text. 
• 3.CD.3 Compare and contrast multiple texts about the same or similar themes and topics. 
• 3.CW.1 Engage effectively in collaborative discussions about texts, building on others’ ideas and clearly expressing their own. 
• 3.CW.5 Construct short research projects about topics, concepts, or themes aligned to grade 3 content. 
• 3.CW.6 Use a recursive process to refine spoken and written products. 
• 3.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts, supporting a perspective with reasons and evidence. 
• 3.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic and clearly convey ideas and information. 
• 3.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts to develop real or imagined experiences, events, or ideas using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear sequences. 
• 4.CT.1 Independently read and listen to texts within the 4-5 text complexity band, applying skills from the grade 4 standards proficiently. 
• 4.CD.1 Explain the development of themes and main ideas through key details in texts. 
• 4.CD.2 Explain how the purpose and perspectives in a text influence the way content is described. 
• 4.CD.3 Compare and contrast how multiple texts approach similar themes and topics. 
• 4.CW.1 Engage effectively in collaborative discussions about texts, building on others' ideas and clearly expressing their own. 
• 4.CW.4 Produce sentences appropriate for grade 4, with increasing fluency and complexity. 
• 4.CW.5 Construct short research projects about topics, concepts, or themes aligned to grade 4 content. 
• 4.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts, supporting a perspective with reasons and evidence. 
• 4.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic and clearly convey ideas and information, through the addition of 

related content. 
• 4.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts to develop real or imagined experiences, events, or ideas using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear sequences. 
• 5.CD.1 Explain the development of themes and main ideas through key details in texts. 
• 5.CD.2 Explain how the purpose and perspectives in a text influence the way content is described. 
• 5.CW.1 Engage effectively in collaborative discussions about texts, building on others' ideas and clearly expressing their own. 
• 5.CW.4 Produce sentences appropriate for grade 5, with increasing fluency and complexity. 
• 5.CW.5 Construct short research projects about topics, concepts, or themes aligned to grade 5 content. 
• 5.CW.7 Construct spoken and written opinion texts, supporting a perspective with reasons and evidence. 
• 5.CW.8 Construct spoken and written informative and explanatory texts to examine a topic and clearly convey ideas and information, through the addition of 

related content. 
• 5.CW.9 Construct spoken and written poetic, descriptive, and narrative texts to develop real or imagined experiences, events, or ideas using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear sequences. 

Science 
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• PS.K.1 Understand how objects re described based on their physical properties and how they are used. 
• PS.2.1 Understand the properties of solids and liquids ad the changes they undergo. 
• PS.3.1 Understand the structure and properties of matter before and after they undergo a change. 
• PS.3.3 Understand how energy can be transferred from one object to another. 



Name: Date: 

causecau
se effecteffe

ct

why
something
happens

what
happens

The combine rolls out of the shed, 
ready for the work day on the field.

Understanding Cause and Effect in
It's corn picking time! written by jill esbaum &

illustrated by melissa crowton
In “It’s Corn Picking Time!” by Jill Esbaum, we learn about how field corn is picked and processed.

In stories and nonfiction texts, a cause is what happens first, and an effect is what happens
because of it. Cut out the phrases at the bottom of the page related to the book and paste 

(or write) them in the correct boxes, linking the cause with its effect.  

© 2025 Educational Content created by The Book Links LLC Artwork by Anne Hunter

CAUSE EFFECT

The corn dries and the scent of 
corn flows out of the dryer.

The corn field shrinks away. as all the 
corn is picked.

A full grain wagon unloads the 
corn kernels into the dryer. 

Corn from the field 
is picked and processed 

The farmer gets her keys and opens 
the latches and shed door.

Can you think of another cause and effect from the book? 
Write it on the back and share it with a partner!



Name: Date: 

It’s Corn Picking Time!
Sequence of Events

Directions: Choose from the sequence words in the Word Bank and write them in the yellow boxes in a logical order. Then cut out the images 
from IT’S CORN PICKING TIME! and place them in the boxes in the order in which they occur in the corn picking process that Jill Esbaum 

describes.

Sequence Words - Word Bank

FIRST
NEXTAFTER THAT

THEN
FINALLY

© Educational Content created by The Book Links LLC Illustration Credit: Melissa Crowton

Next Gen KR3: Identify characters, settings, major events in a story, or pieces of information in a text. (RI&RL) 

CC.K.R.L.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

CC.1.R.L.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events



Name: Date: 

© Educational Content created by The Book Links LLC Illustration Credit: Melissa Crowton

Next Gen KR3: Identify characters, settings, major events in a story, or pieces of information in a text. (RI&RL) 
CC.K.R.L.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
CC.1.R.L.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events

The corn is transferred to the
grain wagon.

The spreader on the combine
scatters the chaff.

The corn head on the combine
helps gather the corn stalks.

The grain tank on the combine
is filled with corn.

The kernels are moved from
the wagon to the dryer.

Sequence Words - Word Bank

FIRST
NEXTAFTER THAT

THEN
FINALLY

It’s Corn Picking Time!
Sequence of Events

Directions: Choose from the sequence words in the Word Bank and write them in the yellow boxes in a logical order. Then cut out the images from 
IT’S CORN PICKING DAY! and place them in the boxes in the order in which they occur in the corn picking process that Jill Esbaum describes.
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