
Soil Comparison - Apples 

Written by: Maggie DeCorah for Henderson County Farm Bureau Kenan Fellowship 

Approximate time: 30 minutes 

Materials: 

• 3 cups for each group for sand, potting soil, clay 
 

Procedure: 

1. Set up each cup to contain one type of material: 
a. Sand 
b. Clay 
c. Potting soil 

2. Have the students examine the cups. They can: 
a. Observe the texture 
b. Add water to the cups and observe drainage 
c. Make a prediction about which one would grow an apple tree best. 

3. Discussion prompt: 
a. Why would apple trees struggle in heavy clay? 

 

NC Standard Course of Study, 3rd Grade Science 

LS.3.3.2: Soil and plant growth 

 

 

 

 

 


