Apple Dissection Lab
Written by: Maggie DeCorah as part of the Henderson County Farm Bureau Kenan Fellowship
Time: Approximately 30-40 minutes
Materials:

e Apples
¢ Plastic knives
e Magnifying glass

Instructions:

1. Cut apples horizontally (to reveal star-shaped core). This can be done ahead of time by the
teacher for safety.
2. Notice/Wonder — Ask students to observe their cross section with the magnifying glass, and
discuss what they notice about the cross section and what they wonder.
3. ldentify and explain different structures and their functions (have students complete the
handout with cart and writing prompt).
e |dentify and explain function:
o Seeds: reproduction
o Fruit: protects seeds
o Discuss unseen structures
= Roots: absorb water/nutrients
= Stem (trunk of tree): transport nutrients
= Leaves: make food (photosynthesis)
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@ Apple Dissection Lab @

1. Using your apple cross section and a magnifying glass, look closely at your slice of apple.
What do you notice? What do you wonder?

2. Complete the following table:

Function Why it helps survival
Structure

Seed

Fruit

Roots

Stem (trunk)

Leaves

3. Analysis and summary:
How does each part help the apple tree survive? (be sure to include specific parts and its function)
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