
Oyster
Investigation
Use the NC Oysters Ag Mag to help you find the answers.

Draw the oyster life cycle, and
describe and label the parts of the
life cycle.

1. How do oysters help estuaries?

2. What does the word bivalve mean?

3. Where are oysters grown in North
Carolina? (Name the counties.)

4. When are farm-raised oysters fully
mature?

5. What are the ways to consume oysters?

6. How long can wild oysters live?

7. Is it common to find a cultured pearl in a
NC-grown oyster?

8. True or false: You can only consume
oysters in months that end in “r.”

9. What is salinity?

10. How many farm-branded oysters does
North Carolina have?

Discuss the nutrition benefits of
oysters.

Name: _________________________



Oyster
Investigation
Use the NC Oysters Ag Mag to help you find the answers.

Draw the oyster life cycle, and
describe and label the parts of the
life cycle.

1. How do oysters help estuaries? They filter
the water, remove algae and pollutants
from the water

2. What does the word bivalve mean? A
mollusk with 2 hinged shells that contain a
soft-bodied invertebrate. These are
considered wild oysters.

3. Where are oysters grown in North
Carolina? (Name the counties.) Eastern,
coastal counties: Dare, Hyde, Beaufort,
Pamlico, Carteret, Onslow, Pender, New
Hanover

4. When are farm-raised oysters fully
mature? 6-18 months

5. What are the ways to consume oysters?
Raw, grilled, roasted, fried, or steamed

6. How long can wild oysters live? 20 years

7. Is it common to find a cultured pearl in a
NC-grown oyster? No, it is not common

8. True or false: You can only consume
oysters in months that end in “r.” False

9. What is salinity? the salt content of water

10. How many farm-branded oysters does
North Carolina have?
over 100

Discuss the nutrition benefits of
oysters.

Name: _________________________ANSWER KEY

Oysters are rich in
vitamins, minerals, and
omega-3 fatty acids


