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Research Station VIP Legislative Tours
Like many states, North Carolina is seeing fewer and fewer state 
legislators that have roots in rural America or the farm. To help 
create knowledge of agricultural and farming issues among this 
increasingly urban group, NCFB joined with NCDA&CS, NCSU, 
NCA&T State University (NCA&T) and commodity organizations 
to conduct in-depth focused learning experiences on state 
operated agricultural research stations in Clinton, Salisbury and 
Laurel Springs. Three events drew dozens of legislators to learn 
about sweet potatoes, dairy, egg production and Christmas trees. 
The hands-on experiences legislators had forged an emotional 
bond with the commodities and the producers representing the 
commodity associations.

Tropical Storm Fred Flooding  
Relief Efforts for Western NC
NCFB worked with USDA-FSA and other partners to bring 
assistance and cost share funds to repair environmental damages 
caused by Tropical Storm Fred. The storm brought historical flooding 
and damage to farmland in several Western North Carolina counties.

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) helped farmers and 
ranchers to repair damage to farmlands by providing cost share 
funds to complete field restoration work and other important 
projects in the wake of Fred. Flooding devastated farmland and 
grazing land and threatened the livelihood of farmers and ranchers 
who depend on the land. The ECP lessened this burden during a 
time of exceptional need.

Animal Waste Digester Permitting
The swine and dairy industries are looking to reduce their 
environmental footprints while remaining economically viable. One 
method of reducing emissions is the use of anaerobic digesters on 
animal farms to capture methane. The methane can then produce 
electricity, through either generators or injection into natural gas 
pipelines. These projects improve air quality and odor near the 
farms and reduce emissions of methane, which is a greenhouse 
gas. NCFB worked with the Legislature to pass the Farm Act, which 
required DEQ to issue General Permits for biogas projects, and 
to review applications and issue permits in a reasonable amount 
of time. Unfortunately, these permits contain unnecessary and 
unreasonable conditions, so NCFB has challenged them in court. At 
the same time, environmental groups challenged the permits due 
to their general opposition to animal agriculture. NCFB will continue 
working to maintain reasonable permits for farms with digesters.

“Waters of the United States” (WOTUS) Definition
In 2020, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and US 
Army Corps of Engineers (together, “the Agencies”), under the 
Trump Administration, adopted the Navigable Waters Protection 
Rule (NWPR). This rule was a definition of WOTUS that was more 
clear, fair and reasonable for farmers and landowners than previous 
definitions. On August 30, 2021 a federal court in Arizona vacated 
the NWPR. The Agencies chose to apply this decision nationwide, 
administratively abandoning the NWPR and reverting the 
interpretation of the WOTUS definition to its pre-2015 status.

On December 7, 2021, the Biden Administration proposed a 
WOTUS rule that would formally repeal the NWPR and restore the 
regulations defining WOTUS that were in effect pre-2015, but in 
doing so EPA added many new concerning provisions. The comment 
period ended in February 2022 and NCFB members submitted 

more than 1,000 comments on the proposal, the second highest 
number of comments reported to AFBF from any state Farm Bureau. 
NCFB also testified on the proposal and filed extensive comments 
supporting the NWPR and opposing many of the revisions to WOTUS 
in the proposed rule. EPA is expected to publish the final rule by the 
end of 2022. 

Glyphosate 
The EPA and countless regulatory and health agencies all over 
the world have continually determined that glyphosate is not 
considered carcinogenic, with the exception of one of the four 
divisions within the World Health Organization. The other three 
WHO divisions determined that glyphosate was not carcinogenic. 
The determination of by this one division with the WHO is what in 
part led the class action lawsuit against Monsanto (now Bayer). In 
February 2020, EPA once again determined that glyphosate is not 
considered carcinogenic. However, on June 17, 2022 the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals vacated EPA’s decision and remanded back 
to EPA for further analysis. The Court also found that EPA failed to 
determine the effect of glyphosate on endangered species and their 
habitat. Finally, the Court rejected EPA’s ecological risk assessment 
and required a new assessment by October 2022. 

UAN Tariffs Rejected
The US International Trade Commission (ITC) has unanimously voted 
to reject anti-dumping and countervailing duties on imports of urea 
ammonium nitrate (UAN) from Russia and Trinidad and Tobago, The 
case was brought by CF Industries in a petition to the ITC to impose 
duties because they said that there was dumping, and unfair 
subsidies being placed on these fertilizer exports that hurting their 
business. But the ITC decided against the duty after considering all 
of the evidence. 
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Educational Beef Tour 
North Carolina cow-calf operations are the cradle of the beef 
production cycle. North Carolina cattle producers are the foundation 
of the beef industry, continually finding and developing far-reaching, 
ever-changing pathways to consumers. Conversations about how 
to market beef cattle dominated the discussion during our policy 
development process, so we sought out a partnership with The 
NC Cattlemen’s Association Young Producers Council to educate 
young beef producers on the big picture of the production cycle, 
through an immersive experience in Oklahoma and Kansas. The 
objective was to expose young beef producers to the processes 
used beyond our state’s borders to deliver beef to the consumer’s 
plate. Participants were able to bond with like-minded young 
producers, learn about different avenues to market cattle from their 
farms, build relationships with producers in Oklahoma and Kansas 
and connect proposed policy positions to each segment of the 
industry. NCFB will continue to provide a framework for educational 
opportunities to support the interests of our members. 

Shared Values
Last year, NCFB Foundation hosted a series of consumer focus 
groups to better understand the perspectives of North Carolina 
non-agricultural populations, identify their concerns and 
values, and recognize what messages that will resonate and 
reveal opportunities to engage that help build trust between 
North Carolinians and traditional North Carolina agriculture. In 
addition, NCFB worked with the NC Chamber of Commerce on a 
complementary statewide poll to reveal a deeper understanding 

The Emergency Relief Program (ERP) is designed to help agricultural 
producers offset the impacts of natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. 
Funds will be distributed in two phases through the ERP and eligible 
farmers have been contacted directly by FSA.

AFBF Farm Bill Working Group
NCFB serves on the AFBF Farm Bill Working Group. The Farm Bill 
Working Group develops strategies and messaging related to the 
expected 2023 Farm Bill. 

Accomplishing AFBF policy priorities is a complex undertaking that 
requires proper messaging and legislative efforts. The Farm Bill 
Working Group collaborates with AFBF board and staff to help shape 
the process and accomplish policy objectives. 

of what consumers think. Based on the findings of the poll and 
focus groups, NCFB collaborated with the Center for Food Integrity 
to host a Communications Summit to share the results of the 
consumer research and in developing recommendations on 
specific techniques, strategies and values-based messaging that 
will resonate with today’s consumers. NCFB has assembled two 
working groups, representing over 30 different interests including 
commodity groups, NCDA&CS, NCSU, Mt. Olive University, NCA&T, 
industry, allied organizations, NC Chamber, NC Electric Cooperatives, 
and others to implement the recommendations.
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