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Sweet: The 
2022 State 
Legislative 
Session 
Recap

Milk does a Legislative body good

It’s back! On June 29th, the much-loved milk It’s back! On June 29th, the much-loved milk 
chugging contest returned to the Legislative Building chugging contest returned to the Legislative Building 
in honor of National Dairy Month. Only two brave in honor of National Dairy Month. Only two brave 
legislators, Representatives Jeff McNeely and Mike legislators, Representatives Jeff McNeely and Mike 
Clampitt, took part in the contest itself with the rest Clampitt, took part in the contest itself with the rest 

of the teams were filled out by unsuspecting pages of the teams were filled out by unsuspecting pages 
and non-elected milk drinkers. In the end the House, and non-elected milk drinkers. In the end the House, 
anchored by its duo of electeds, emerged victorious. anchored by its duo of electeds, emerged victorious. 
There was also an ice cream social for those who There was also an ice cream social for those who 
weren’t quite brave enough for milk chugging.weren’t quite brave enough for milk chugging.



budget proposal the week before the legislature returned. 
From an agricultural perspective, the budget bill was 
uncontroversial and contained the following relevant 
provisions:

• Additional funding to N.C. Department of  
Agriculture and Consumer Services for salary 
increases and labor market salary adjustments.

• Additional funding to N.C. Department of  
Agriculture and Consumer Services for increased 
operating expenses at research stations to help 
mitigate increased costs of  livestock feed, seeds, fuel, 
and equipment repair.

• An additional $1.6 million recurring to N.C. A&T 
State University for Agriculture Research and 
Cooperative Extension.

• A directed grant of  $1.5 million non-recurring to the 
NC Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation 
for cost-share assistance to swine farmers for the 
installation of  anaerobic digesters for the production 
of  biogas.

• An additional $10 million non-recurring for the Crop 
Loss Assistance Program, which covers losses from 
Tropical Storm Fred and the western N.C. freeze of  
2021. In addition to the counties previously eligible 
for assistance, the following counties were added: 
Alexander, Cleveland, Lincoln, McDowell, Mitchell, 
Wilkes, and Yancey.

There were significant differences between the General 
Assembly’s $27.9 billion budget bill and Governor 
Cooper’s $29.3 billion budget proposal, but after careful 
deliberation the Governor did sign the bill on July 11th.

With their work done, the General Assembly adjourned 
the 2022 short session before Independence Day, just like 
they planned it. They came back as planned July 26th, but 
no votes occurred. Additional non-voting session dates 
have also been scheduled between now and when the 
General Assembly plans to adjourn sine die (more Jones 
Street speak meaning “until further notice”) in December.
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became a bit of  a “standoff ” between the two chambers 
according to Senate leader Phil Berger, the Senate 
ultimately decided to pass H455 to avoid hemp becoming 
illegal again after previous law was set to expire on June 
30th. With this procedural roadblock resolved, the hemp 
provision was ultimately stripped from the Farm Act and 
both chambers concurred, sending both bills to Governor 
Cooper on June 30th. On July 8th, the North Carolina 
Farm Act of  2022 became law with Cooper’s signature.

With the hemp language passing in separate legislation, 
the remaining sections of  the Farm Act are:

Section 1. Clarifies that a building used primarily for 
the storage of  agricultural commodities or products 
is a farm building as it pertains to building and fire 
code exemptions. Requires posting of  placard on 
building.

Section 2. Clarifies that a building or structure 
that is used solely for storage of  cotton, peanuts, 
or sweetpotatoes, or any byproduct of  those 
commodities, is a bona fide farm purpose.

Section 3. Directs a right-to-repair study with 
findings to be reported before the 2023 Regular 
Session.

Section 4. Preserves conservation easements after 
property tax foreclosures.

Section 5. Clarifies the definition of  farmed cervid 
feed.

Section 6. Specifies that commercial production or 
growing of  animals for purposes of  present use value 
taxation includes boarding horses.

Section 7. Updates bona fide farm cross references in 
existing statute.

Section 8. Declares that previously appropriated 
funds for nematode mitigation research shall remain 
available until expended and shall not revert.

Section 9. Declares that the invalidation of  any 
provision in the Act does not invalidate other 
provisions.

Section 10. All provisions are effective immediately.

Of  course, while all of  this was going on, the General 
Assembly was also hard at work on H103, the 2022 
Appropriations Act – the state budget. Again, the short 
session budget bill is intended to address changes in 
funding needs or revenues, and leaders from the state 
House and Senate had been holding private discussions 
to hash out budget priorities even before the session 
officially started. Governor Cooper had also submitted his 

At just 45 days, the North Carolina General Assembly 
kept the 2022 legislative “short” session true to its name. 
State legislators returned to Raleigh back on May 18th 
to kick off  the session, which, as a refresher, is used 
primarily to make adjustments to the two-year (biennial if  
you want to sound fancy around Jones Street) and address 
any other pressing legislative issues. 

If  you only watch the news or read the newspaper, you 
wouldn’t be wrong in thinking that legislators spent most 
of  those 45 days discussing state budget adjustments, 
Medicaid expansion, and a handful of  hot-button social 
issues. But all told the General Assembly passed 75 
bills, covering a wide range of  topics, that the Governor 
eventually signed into law. A few of  those bills were of  
particular importance to agriculture and had the full, 
undivided attention of  our state legislative team at North 
Carolina Farm Bureau.

One of  those bills was introduced in the first week – the 
North Carolina Farm Act of  2022, or S762. Senator 
Brent Jackson has made this bill an annual tradition for 
pretty much the last decade as a means of  clarifying, 
changing, or creating state laws that impact agriculture. 
As introduced, the 2022 version of  the Farm Act included 
provisions addressing farmers’ right to repair their own 
equipment, clarifying county zoning exemptions for on-
farm storage buildings, bringing state hemp regulations 
into permanent alignment with federal guidelines, and 
several other provisions.

The legislative process is more than just introducing 
and voting on bills though, and the Farm Act began to 
change quickly as legislators began discussing the bill 
in committee and taking comments from stakeholder 
groups. The first change was to withdraw the original 

right-to-repair language from the bill after it faced 
opposition in the Senate Agriculture, Energy and 
Environment Committee. In its place, Senator Jackson 
proposed a study and town hall meetings on the issue. 
North Carolina Farm Bureau intends to work together 
with the study committee and interested stakeholders to 
find common ground. NCFB supports the right to repair, 
which is intended to give farmers more flexibility as they 
operate and manage increasingly software-dependent 
equipment and systems, but it also understands the 
complexity of  the issue and the broader impact of  right-
to-repair legislation beyond North Carolina.

Another section of  the Farm Act offered clarification 
around building and fire code exemptions for agricultural 
storage buildings, which NCFB had requested. The 
provision would allow storage buildings not located 
on farm property to still be classified as farm buildings 
as long as they’re mainly used to store commodities or 
“agricultural materials.” By including this language in 
the Farm Act, Senator Jackson hoped to provide clarity 
and consistency where it had been lacking previously. 
“This is, I found out, an issue that is being interpreted 
in all different ways across our state by fire marshals. So 
bottom line is, this legislation will actually clarify what is 
allowable and what is not,” Jackson said. The provision 
wasn’t without its critics, but Senator Jackson persevered 
and the section remained in the final version of  the bill.

The hemp provision also encountered an often 
challenging feature of  our legislative process – getting 
concurrence from both chambers. After passing the 
Senate unanimously, the House took up the Farm Act 
and removed the hemp provision. The House had already 
passed a stand-alone bill addressing this issue, H455, 
which was under consideration in the Senate. In what 
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