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In November 2020, FACA released a set of policy recommendations 
across six issue areas: soil health, livestock and dairy, forests and 
wood products, energy, research, and food loss and waste. Those 
recommendations include:

1. Providing voluntary, incentive-based tools for farmers to maximize 
the sequestration of carbon and the reduction of other greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions.

2. Supporting the development of and overseeing private sector 
markets for GHG credits.

3. Promoting public and private sector tools to incentivize farmers to 
prioritize and scale climate-smart practices.

4. Offering incentives for farmers to reduce energy consumption and 
increase use of on-farm renewable energy.

5. Promote partnerships to reduce the GHG impact of food waste and 
loss within the food value chain.

6. Increasing federal investment in agriculture, forestry, and food-
related research.

You can learn more about FACA and their policy recommendations 
at agclimatealliance.com. For more background and information on 
climate change and agriculture, visit fb.org/land/sustainability.
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strengthen carbon markets by creating a process to 
verify carbon credits on Ag lands, which will in theory 
make it easier for farmers to participate. It would also 
expand research into conservation practices that can 
sequester carbon or reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” 
said Larick. “Ag groups are also pushing for more 
funding for USDA to incentivize climate smart Ag 
practices,” he added.

In North Carolina specifically, Larick said “the 
conversation also includes mitigating issues that we 
are already dealing with, especially flooding. The use 
of  “nature-based solutions” would include things like 
wetland restoration, as well as allowing certain places to 
flood intentionally, and then holding back that water to 
reduce flooding downstream. Of course, these practices 
would have to go on working lands, so we are involved 
with these conversations as well. These would in theory 
reduce flooding but would potentially take some land 
out of  production. Depending on how compensation 
works, these programs may make sense for some 
farmers that already deal with flooding issues.”

Conservation and climate-friendly practices are not 
new to farmers, and Larick noted that “Ag can also 
reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions through 
practices we already use such as anaerobic digesters for 
swine and dairy farms, and we can sequester carbon 
in the soil with existing practices like cover crops and 
conservation tillage. If  done correctly, developing 
carbon markets could allow our farmers to implement 
these practices and gain extra income.”

It’s worth noting that a variety of  climate change 
proposals that impact agriculture will continue to be 
discussed and may find their way into a variety of  
legislative vehicles. Our legislative and public policy 
staff  both at NCFB and AFBF are monitoring the 
situation and making sure legislators know that farmers 
need solutions that offer opportunities and benefits, 
not just punitive regulation. We encourage you to stay 
informed, stay engaged, and be prepared to help should 
the need arise.

When it comes to climate change, one thing is for 
certain: the political climate in Washington is changing 
and is ripe for action. The Biden Administration 
and leadership in Congress have made it clear that 
addressing climate change will be a top agenda 
item and they are showing urgency and initiative in 
developing actionable solutions.

Traditionally, the subject of  climate change action has 
caused farmers heartburn due to talk of  regulatory 
mandates. But along with this renewed focus on the 
climate dilemma, the conversation about agriculture’s 
role in the big picture seems to be shifting as well. 
“Agriculture has a great story to tell relative to the 
environment and we should all work together to put 
our best foot forward in explaining this to others.  
Many of  the advancements in agriculture – no-till 
cropping systems, precision ag technology, renewable 
energy investment, biotechnology – are driven by 
economics but also provide tremendous benefit for 
the environment and climate,” said Jay Boyette, 
Commodities Director on NCFB’s Public Policy Team.

“Past conversations about agriculture focused on our 
impact, specifically methane emissions from cattle. 
More recently, there has been a growing recognition 
of  the positive impact that agriculture can have for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions,” said Keith 
Larick, Natural Resource Director on NCFB’s Public 
Policy Team. “Other sectors and companies that have 
greenhouse gas reduction goals have realized that they 
need to work with farmers for carbon offsets.”
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define and promote shared climate policy priorities. 
FACA members recognize that farmers, ranchers and 
foresters are both on the frontlines of  climate impacts 
and part of  climate solutions.” NCFB have joined 
FACA as a General Member.

AFBF President Duvall said of  the alliance, “We 
began discussions not knowing whether we would 
ultimately reach agreement. It was important to me to 
reject punitive climate policy ideas of  the past in favor 
of  policies that respect farmers and support positive 
change.”

To that end, the group first united around three simple 
principles:

Support voluntary, market- and incentive-based 
policies. 

Advance science-based outcomes. 

Promote resilience and help rural economies 
better adapt to climate change.

“Ultimately, farmers will be forced to adapt to any 
climate changes regardless of  politics. Farmers are 
the first to feel any impacts of  climate change because 
almost all of  the industry directly faces nature,”  
Boyette noted.

There are a number of  proposals being discussed right 
now and much of  the focus at the moment seems to be 
on agriculture’s role in carbon capture and reduction, 
and how to develop this process into a viable revenue 
stream. “Climate policy should focus on incentivizing 
the good practices of  agriculture. We have traditionally 
supported ‘the carrot and not the stick’ and should 
approach climate change in a similar fashion,” said 
Boyette. 

“As opposed to some of  the past climate proposals that 
were more regulatory based, we are supportive of  some 
of  the proposals that are coming out recently, including 
the Growing Climate Solutions Act. The Act would 
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     There are two points to be made here:

“We must be at the table, not on the table.”
- AFBF President Zippy Duvall. 

Agriculture cannot be reactive on climate change 
policy. It is imperative that we engage in the 
conversation, clearly communicate our positions, and 
demonstrate our value as part of  the solution. 

“Be engaged or be regulated.” 
- NCSU CALS Dr. Blake Brown 

We should capitalize on this opportunity while we still 
have it. Whereas in the past we have been seen as part 
of  the problem, we are being given the opportunity to 
be part of  the solution. That doesn’t mean we abandon 
our principles or sacrifice our financial viability. On the 
contrary, we should seize this collaborative moment 
to find compromises that benefit farmers and provide 
growth opportunities instead of  building walls for what 
would be an inevitable regulatory battle.

Demonstrating this proactive mindset, AFBF has been 
a driving force in establishing the Food and Agriculture 
Climate Alliance (FACA). The unconventional alliance 
was formed in February 2020 after positive discussions 
around the role of  agriculture in battling climate 
change. FACA “consists of  organizations representing 
farmers, ranchers, forest owners, the food sector and 
environmental advocates that are working together to 


