
As you know, NC Ag Awareness Day at the NC 
General Assembly is set for Wednesday, March 
20th.The rally will start promptly at 11:00 a.m. 
on the Bicentennial Mall located between the 
Capitol and Legislative Buildings.

Participants will be staging at the NC State 
Fairgrounds before traveling to downtown 
Raleigh via buses.

Ag Day in 2017 was a major success and 
we need a strong showing for agriculture 
in downtown Raleigh on March 20. We 
encourage you to discuss the event at your 
board meetings and work within your counties 

or with your Federation Field Representatives 
to make group transportation arrangements.

It is critical for you and your county’s members 
to be in Raleigh that day to reinforce the 
Legislature’s understanding that the actions 
they take have a direct impact on your future.

If you have any questions concerning the 
event, please contact your Federation Field 
Representative.
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See a 
Tractor? 
Slow 
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Spring is nearly here, and with it 
comes warmer weather, longer 
days, and what hopefully will 
be a busy and productive year 
for North Carolina farmers. 
As our state’s nearly 50,000 
farms begin to ramp up their 
activities for the planting, 
growing, and harvest seasons 
ahead, motorists traveling 
on rural roads and highways 
will begin to encounter more 
of  the farm machinery that 
helps power North Carolina 
agriculture. This is particularly 
true in the 80 rural counties in 
North Carolina, but urban and 
suburban counties like Wake, 
Pitt, or Davidson counties 
still have a heavy agricultural 
presence. And even though much of  the state’s population 
lives in urban areas, the intermingling of  motor vehicles 
and farm equipment is increasingly common. 

As farmers know and understand, most farm equipment 
being driven on the road is large, slow-moving and 

Before we get into what everyone can do to reduce these 
accidents, let’s briefly discuss some of  the reasons why 
farm machinery is involved in crashes.

>> Differences in speed: When a farm vehicle is 
involved in an accident in the public right-of-way, 
there is a most often a large difference in the speed 
of  the two vehicles. It only takes five seconds for a 
motorist driving 55 mph to close a gap the length of  
a football field when approaching a tractor moving at 
15 mph in the same direction.

>> Unfamiliarity with vehicle outline: Lighting and 
reflector locations on tractors, combines, and other 
equipment are different from other motor vehicles; 
an unfamiliar vehicle outline may delay recognition 
of  farm equipment by non-farm drivers.

>> Poorly maintained warning signs: It’s important 
to maintain Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblems, 
as well as other reflectors, lighting, and equipment 
systems to provide maximum visibility of  farm 
vehicles to other drivers. Because one of  the most 
common farm roadway accidents is rear-end 
collisions, farm equipment operators should pay 
special attention to rear lighting and marking to 
ensure that equipment is properly marked and 
visible.

>> Not knowing operator intentions: Non-farm drivers 
may not understand farm equipment limitations 
or see hidden field entrances. For example, the 
road turning radius of  many tractor-implement 
combinations requires the driver to steer right 
before making a wide left turn. A left turn signal on 
equipment might be blocked by another implement, 
or non-farm drivers might ignore the turn signal and 
think the tractor is turning right. The result is a left 
sideswipe of  the farm equipment by the non-farm 
driver when trying to pass the farm equipment.

absolutely requires drivers to 
slow down and wait for safe 
opportunities to pass. To folks 
who do not encounter farm 
equipment on the highways 
frequently, driving behind a 
tractor on the road can be 
frustrating. We get it. We’ve 
all been in a hurry and know 
what it’s like to be behind slow-
moving traffic. However, these 
encounters can be more than 
just frustrating – they can be 
dangerous and even fatal. 

In a recent interview with 
WRAL discussing the North 
Carolina Department of  
Transportation’s efforts to 
improve safety on the state’s 

rural roads, NCDOT’s State Traffic Engineer Kevin 
Lacy said that enforcement, engineering, and emergency 
response play a critical role in making roadways safer, 
but that the most important element is that everyone who 
uses the road do their part.

@northcarolinafarmbureau

@ncfarmbureau
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2013-17 NC Crash Stats

Between 2013 and 2017, there 
were 1,157 crashes involving farm 
equipment and farm tractors with 
382 injuries and 19 fatalities.

Top 10 Counties for Farm Machinery-
related crashes during that period: 
Wake, Duplin, Johnston, Robeson, 
Guilford, Wayne, Sampson, Pitt, 
Iredell, Edgecombe

Whether traveling a mile on highway 264 in the morning 
or crossing highway 70 in the afternoon, motorists will 
inevitably have to share the highway with farmers in the 
coming months. So remember, making our rural roads 
safer requires everyone to do their part – be patient, 
share the road, obey the law, and be respectful of other 
drivers.

TIPS FOR NON-FARM MOTORISTS

BE PATIENT. Allow the operator time to safely exit the 
roadway before attempting to pass.

APPROACH WITH CARE. Begin slowing down as soon as 
you see farm equipment.

BE AWARE OF THE SIZE OF FARM EQUIPMENT. The 
average width of farm equipment is 13 feet while the 
average rural road is 18-20 feet wide.

DON’T MAKE ASSUMPTIONS. Watch for hand signals or 
other indications of the operator’s intentions. Often they 
will try to communicate with you if you allow them the 
opportunity.

WATCH FOR WARNING SIGNS. SMV emblems, amber lights, 
and reflectors can help you spot farm equipment early and 
help you determine the equipment’s shape in low-light 
situations.

TIPS FOR FARMERS

MAKE SURE YOU ARE VISIBLE. Repair or replace SMV 
emblems, lighting, reflectors, and/or flagging on farm 
equipment as needed. Inspect all each time equipment will 
be on a roadway.

KNOW THE LAW. Become familiar with requirements of 
the NC DMV for lighting, flagging, and marking on farm 
equipment. Consider installing additional lighting and 
reflectors.

DRIVE DEFENSIVELY. All roadway travel is a team effort 
between yourself and other drivers. Be aware of traffic 
behind you that may not anticipate your movements, 
allowing them to pass when possible.

PLAN AHEAD. Adjust travel routes if possible to avoid peak 
passenger travel times or use an escort vehicle in high traffic 
or low visibility areas.

SAFETY FIRST. If your tractor has a cab or roll bar, wear 
your seat belt. If your tractor does not have a roll bar or cab, 
consider a retrofit.  It could save your life.

If you have questions 
or would like more 
information about Farm 
Safety, please contact 
the NCFB Safety Team at 
safety@ncfb.org.

(Source: UNC-CH Highway Safety Research Center)


