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From Strength to Strength
On a personal note, I’d like to say thank you to 
President Larry Wooten for his unrivaled and 
unwavering leadership over the past 20 years. Mr. 
Wooten has been an inspirational leader for agriculture 
that we can all aspire to, and personally I am forever 
grateful for his mentorship during our time working 
together. 

There is only one Larry Wooten, and I hope to emulate 
his passion for agriculture and for the people of  this 
great state. The challenges of  the next 20 years will be 
different than the challenges of  the past 20 years, but the 
way we approach them – calmly, collaboratively, and 
confidently – will remain the same. I know that together 
we can continue to build on the tradition of  strong 
leaders that Farm Bureau has produced and ensure that 
farmers, farm families, and rural communities have a 
prominent, powerful, and persuasive voice advocating 
for their way of  life in 2020 and for many years to come.

I hope to meet as many of  you as I can as I travel the 
state in the coming months, and I thank you all for the 
opportunity to serve you and the interests of  agriculture 
in 2020. I am excited about the future of  farming and 
Farm Bureau, and I hope you are too.
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Like many of  you, I’ve always been a farmer. It’s what I 
know. And the truth is, it’s always been what I’ve wanted 
to do. And like many farmers, there are three pillars that 
have shaped my life – my faith, my family, and farming. 
I grew up in Chocowinity, a small rural community in 
Beaufort County working on my grandfather’s and then 
my father’s tobacco farm. After graduating from NC 
State in 1988, my brother and I began running the farm 
together where we continued growing tobacco until my 
wife, Tracey, and I transitioned the farm to all types 
of  fruits and vegetables in the late 90s. For the past 30 
years I have devoted my life to my family’s farm and our 
community, where I have been humbled to serve as an 
Elder at Haw Branch Church of  Christ for more than 20 
years. My wife and I have three children, Mandy, Billy 
and Jonah, and two grandkids, Zoey and Russell. As 
for our family’s farm, I am proud to be leaving it in the 
capable hands of  my son.

Farm Bureau has been a part of  my life almost as long as 
farming itself. I can remember as a kid, the only time my 
parents left the farm was for one weekend in December 

Firmly Rooted for the Future
Farmers deserve to have their voices heard. That’s true 
today just as it was in 1936 when North Carolina Farm 
Bureau was founded to advocate on farmers’ behalf. 
Over the past 84 years this organization has worked 
hard to establish and enhance its reputation as a trusted 
voice for farmers, and we will continue to reinforce 
Farm Bureau’s reputation in the eyes of  decisionmakers 
and the public. But North Carolina Farm Bureau 
wouldn’t be successful without strong, engaged, and 
capable county Farm Bureaus. Our reputation and the 
way we’ve built it – by staying true to our mission and 
members – is why we have such a strong foundation for 
the future.

when they went to Farm Bureau Annual Convention. 
And as passionate as I am about farming, over the 
years I have become equally passionate about Farm 
Bureau. My love for Farm Bureau also began early in 
my life when I joined our Young Farmers & Ranchers 
program, which taught me about leadership and 
pushed me to think about issues beyond my own farm. 
I was inspired – and so I went on to serve as a county 
board member, a county president, on state advisory 
committees, and then on the State Board of  Directors. 
During my time with Farm Bureau, I’ve had the honor 
of  representing my fellow farmers on numerous state 
advisory committees as well as American Farm Bureau 
Federation committees.

These experiences working alongside farmers from 
across our state and nation have not only strengthened 
my knowledge and appreciation of  Farm Bureau’s 
grassroots philosophy, but also have shaped me into 
the leader I am today. The great Farm Bureau leaders 
who came before us saw the value in cultivating more 
leaders, and I am thankful for their vision.

ensure that farmers have a strong voice, and promoting 
our core beliefs with confidence and conviction. 

Growing the world’s food and fiber is one of  the most 
important and rewarding challenges we can undertake. 
Farming is not easy. It can be a struggle. But it’s what we 
all love to do. We want to help farmers continue to do 
what they love and we want to see them succeed, grow, 
thrive and be profitable for years to come.

Farm Bureau has given me so much. 
Now, I’m ready to give back.

We want to help farmers continue 
doing what they love and we want to 
see them succeed, grow, thrive and be 
profitable for years to come. 

Meet Shawn

As a grassroots organization, our strength always has 
and always will come from our counties. Vibrant, 
thriving, and engaged farm communities will promise a 
strong future for Farm Bureau because that’s where our 
leadership grows. We will continue to encourage growth 
and leadership in our county Farm Bureaus, but even 
more than that we hope you will take this time to think 
about what we do and how we can find new ways to 
achieve greater things together.

Because change is inevitable – in farming as it is with 
anything else. In the same way that farmers need the 
ability to adapt to remain profitable, Farm Bureau 
must adapt to political, societal, and cultural changes 
to remain strong and relevant. In fact, our robust 
grassroots structure and policy development process has 
always demanded this of  us. But to be clear, this doesn’t 
mean changing who we are – it means taking stock of  
the world around us, being proactive in our efforts to 

Meet  Shawn


