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One of the only constants in politics is change. 
Every two years, we have a new Congress and a 
new General Assembly – in fact, by the time you 
read this it’s likely that both of those legislative 
bodies will have sworn in new members and 
gaveled in for their 2019-2020 sessions. With that 
comes new legislators to meet, new agendas to 
accomplish, new issues to tackle, and new political 
realities to navigate. New challenges, but also new 
opportunities.
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It’s a new political reality that the balance of  power 
has shifted more toward divided government. In 
Washington, Democrats now control the House of  
Representatives while Republicans remain narrowly in 
control of  the Senate. In Raleigh, Republicans remain 
in control of  both the House and Senate, but no longer 
have a veto-proof  supermajority over the Democrat 
governor. This means that navigating some issues will 
take careful thought and negotiation.

But before we can begin working with our legislators 
it is imperative that we get out there and introduce 
ourselves to newcomers, while strengthening our 
relationships with returning members. At the federal 
level, 14 of  15 members of  our Congressional 
Delegation will be returning to Washington (the 9th 
Congressional District race has not been certified). Last 
year we presented the Friend of  Farm Bureau award 
to 12 of  these legislators, and we are fortunate to have 
so many Members of  Congress who understand the 
needs of  agriculture and are willing to listen when we 
need help. But there will be many new faces from other 

farm to come to Raleigh for Ag Day. Without farmers, 
there is no Ag Day, and that’s why it’s so important 
for everyone to pitch in and work together – perhaps 
coordinating with other counties to arrange and fill 
buses – to make this event a success. Whether you have 
new representation or not, challenge yourself  to attend 
this event and make sure your elected officials know 
who you are.

The importance of  these advocacy efforts – meeting 
your legislators, explaining how policies affect your 
farm, communicating problems and solutions – 
cannot be overstated. But in the current legislative 
environment, it is not enough to pass legislation. Now 
legislation is often delayed through litigation in the 
courts, which is why we have a serious need for our 
Farm Bureau Legal Foundation. If  we ask legislators 
to pass an important piece of  legislation, we must 
be prepared to help defend it. Many of  you stepped 
up your contributions to this important foundation 
last year, and for that we cannot thank you enough. 
We are currently defending Farm Bureau-supported 

states heading to Washington, so we must encourage 
our representatives to advocate for us when working 
with their colleagues.

In Raleigh, there are 14 new members of  the NC 
Senate and 27 new members of  the NC House. Some 
of  the new arrivals will be familiar to you and will 
know about the challenges facing our state’s farmers. 
But many others will have little to no understanding 
of  agricultural issues and may not have personal 
relationships with the farmers they represent. It is our 
responsibility, both as an organization and as members, 
to meet these legislators and help them understand 
the needs of  North Carolina farmers. Whatever the 
issue may be – property rights, taxes, healthcare, or 
something else – your voice matters.

Every interaction can make a difference, whether 
it’s an email, a phone call, a personal meeting, or a 
legislative event – like Ag Day. On March 20th, you 
will have the chance to show our elected officials the 
strength of  North Carolina agriculture by being one 
of  the hundreds of  farmers who sacrifices a day on the 

legislation in federal court. These cases will take time 
and substantial resources to resolve. We urge you 
to continue to support the Legal Foundation going 
forward as we advocate for your interests in the courts. 

We must maintain and grow our organization’s positive 
reputation and effective influence both in Raleigh 
and in DC, and we look forward to working with new 
legislatures over the next two years. North Carolina 
Farm Bureau has been working with state and federal 
legislators for more than 80 years, and while the 
circumstances may be new, our mission is the same. 
We are a policy-driven farm organization. Our policy 
determines our direction – not politics – and we will 
continue to provide a unified voice for the interests and 
needs of  the farming community.
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